
n

ot all Cyrtanthus are 

d(p(1d(17 21 25 s7imu/$7(d by 

fi5( 72 b/22m. th(5( $5( 27h(5 

f$sci1$7i1g sp(ci(s wi7hi1 7his 

/$5g( $1d div(5s( g52up 2f bu/b2us p/$17s, 

$1d 7w2 W(s7(51 C$p( $1d 21( rich7(5sv(/d 

sp(ci(s, i1 p$57icu/$5, $5( w257hy 2f m(17i21.

C$ "��"�#! c� �e#! is $ /$5g( 52bus7 

sp(ci(s, c21fi1(d p5im$5i/y 72 s$1ds721(-

d(5iv(d s2i/s (x7(1di1g f52m S7$1f25d $/21g 

7h( /2w(5 c2$s7$/ m2u17$i1s $1d $dj$c(17 

f227hi//s i1 fy1b2s 72 $s f$5 ($s7 $s M2ss(/ 

B$y. I7 is (xc(p7i21$/ 127 21/y b(c$us( 2f 

i7s m$g1ific(17 sc$5/(7 f/2w(5s, b251( 21 

s72u7 s7(ms up 

72 80cm high, 

bu7 b(c$us( 

i7 is sp$5s(/y 

dis75ibu7(d 

7h52ugh2u7 i7s 5$1g(, 

2ccu55i1g 2ff 7h( 

b($7(1 75$ck $1d 

c21s(qu(17/y 

s(/d2m s((1. 

P/$17s g52w 

72 $ g5($7 $g(, 

f25mi1g /$5g( 

c/umps 2f m$ssiv( bu/bs, 2f7(1 

i1 c5(v$ss(s b(7w((1 52cks, wi7h 

m$1y sub-(5(c7 s75$p-sh$p(d 

/($v(s which 7(1d 72 b( (v(5g5((1.

I7 f/2w(5s f52m D(c(mb(5 72 

F(b5u$5y, bu7 b(c$us( i7 is v(5y 

5(/uc7$17 72 f/2w(5, i7 is s(/d2m 

s((1 i1 b/22m $1d is qui7( $ ch$//(1g( 

72 75$ck d2w1. th( hiki1g 75$i/s i1 7h( 

P27b(5g, which f25ms p$57 2f 7h( D( H22p 

n$7u5( r(s(5v( ($s7 2f B5(d$sd25p, $5( 

21( 2f 7h( b(s7 p/$c(s 72 vi(w C$ "��"�#! 

c� �e#! $s 7h(5( $5( 1um(52us sp(cim(1s 

$/21g 7h( /2w(5 p$57s 2f 7h( 75$i/s. 

Judgi1g by i7s 5$5i7y $1d i55(gu/$5 

f/2w(5i1g $1d s((di1g, 7h( sus7$i1$bi/i7y 2f 

p5(s(17 p2pu/$7i21s, m$1y 2f which h$v( 

b((1 2v(57$k(1 by $/i(1 pi1(s $1d $c$ci$s, 

is $ m$77(5 2f c21c(51. a77(mp7s 72 cu/7iv$7( 

i7 h$v( s2 f$5 m(7 wi7h /i77/( succ(ss.

A Richt�rs.�$d s(�ci�s

C$ "��"�#! �e  ei is $127h(5 

/$5g( $1d b($u7ifu/ sp(ci(s 

c/2s(/y 5(/$7(d 72 C$ "��"�#! 

c� �e#!, (ki1g 2u7 i7s (xis7(1c( 

i1 p$57/y sh$d(d 52cky k/22fs i1 

7h( $5id rich7(5sv(/d. Whi/( i7 h$5d/y (v(5 

5$i1s h(5(, f5(qu(17 mis7s 52// i1 f52m 7h( 

w(s7 c2$s7 $1d 7his p/$17 is sus7$i1(d by 

m2is7u5( c21d(1si1g 21 i7s /$5g( s75$p-

/ik( /($v(s $1d 21 7h( su552u1di1g 52cks 

b(7w((1 which i7s 5227s $5( $1ch25(d. 

Th� �xquisit� Br�dasd'r( $i$y

U1d2ub7(d/y 7h( 5$5(s7 2f 2u5 C$ "��"�#! 

sp(ci(s is C$ "��"�#! g#"� ie�e, k12w1 /2c$//y 

$s 7h( B5(d$sd25p /i/y, b(c$us( i7 is c21fi1(d 

(xc/usiv(/y 72 7h( /2w(5 s$1ds721( s/2p(s 2f 

7h( m2u17$i1s $52u1d B5(d$sd25p wh(5( 

i7 su5viv(s i1 $ f(w sm$// p2pu/$7i21s. n2 

$dj(c7iv(s $d(qu$7(/y d(sc5ib( 7h( b($u7y 

2f 7his 5$5( sp(ci(s, wi7h i7s g/i77(5i1g sc$5/(7 

b/22ms, p(7$/s wi7h mi1u7( g2/d f/(cks 

$1d p52mi1(17 b5igh7 y(//2w s7$m(1s. 

I7 w$s d(sc5ib(d i1 1921, 

b$s(d 21 p$i17i1gs m$d( 

by $ /$dy 1$m(d l Gu7h5i( 

i1 7h( B5(d$sd25p dis75ic7 

i1 1917. a/7h2ugh 127 

1um(52us, 7h( bu/bs 

f/2w(5 5(gu/$5/y 

i1 M$5ch 

$1d ap5i/. 

I7 is high/y 

7h5($7(1(d, i7s 

(xis7(1c( d(p(1di1g 

21 7h( f$5m(5s 21 

wh2s( /$1d i7 s7i// 

2ccu5s. r(g5(77$b/y, 

wi$d�$'w�r c'ns�r.ati'n

The rarest of our Cyrtanthus species is the Bredasdorp lily, found only the lower sandstone slopes of the mountains 

around Bredasdorp. No adjectives adequately describe the beauty of this rare species.

Not only diversity makes 
Cyrtanthus exceptional

�Some�spectacular�Cyrtanthus�

re�found�in�the�Western�Cape�

and�the�Richtersveld.

�Many�are�rare�and�difficult�to�

find,�but�it’s�worth�the�effort�

to�see�them�in�flower.

Some�species�are��threatened�

by�habitat�degradation.

•

•

•
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ABove: Th� Br�dasd'r( $i$y, Cyrtanthus 

guthriea, is th� rar�st %�%b�r '� this 

g�nus in S'uth A�rica, c'n4n�d t' s%a$$ ('(u$ati'ns 

'n th� $'w�r %'untain s$'(�s n�ar Br�dasd'r(.

le�T: Th� K�i $i$y, Cyrtanthus sanguineus, f'w�ring 'n a $�dg� 

in thick�t in th� K�iska%%a Ri.�r .a$$�y in th� east�rn Ca(�.
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i7s h$bi7$7 is b(i1g d(g5$d(d by /iv(s72ck 

$1d i1v$siv( $/i(1 75((s – p5im$5i/y 

(uc$/yp7us. I b(/i(v( $ m$j25 (ff257 

1((ds 72 b( m$d( 72 5(h$bi/i7$7( $1d 

c21s(5v( 7h( $5($s wh(5( i7 2ccu5s.

Th� G�'rg� $i$y

th( w(//-k12w1 G(25g( /i/y, p5(vi2us/y 

1$m(d V�llo"� !pecio!� $1d 12w c/$ssifi(d 

$s C$ "��"�#! el�"#!, is $ f$mi/i$5 p/$17 i1 

m$1y g$5d(1s. I7 2ccu5s 1$7u5$//y i1 7h( 

ou7(1iqu$ M2u17$i1s $52u1d G(25g(. I7 

is ($sy 72 cu/7iv$7( $1d p52duc(s c2pi2us 

1umb(5s 2f bu/b/(7s $52u1d 7h( p$5(17 

p/$17, m$ki1g i7 ($sy 72 p52p$g$7(. 

a/7h2ugh i7 is shy 72 f/2w(5, wh(1 i7 d2(s 

s2 7h( sp(c7$cu/$5 b($u7y 2f i7s /$5g( 

b/22ms $5( 5(w$5d (12ugh. I7 c2m(s i1 

5(d $1d pi1k f25ms, whi7( b(i1g 5$5(, 

$1d is f5((/y $v$i/$b/( f52m 1u5s(5i(s.

east�rn Ca(� s(�ci�s

th( e$s7(51 C$p( is h2m( 72 m$1y sp(ci(s 2f 

C$ "��"�#!, $1d c2u/d jus7ifi$b/y b( 5(g$5d(d 

$s 7h( h($dqu$57(5s 2f 7h( g(1us. P2ssib/y 

7h( m2s7 f$mi/i$5 2f $// is 7h( w(//-k12w1 

If$f$ /i/y, C$ "��"�#! m�cke�ii, which 2ccu5s 

$/21g s75($ms i1 5iv(5i1( f25(s7 f52m e$s7 

l21d21 72 7h( s2u7h c2$s7 2f Kw$Zu/u-n$7$/. 

Whi/( i7 is m2s7/y 7h( b5igh7 y(//2w 

(v(5g5((1 f25m f/2w(5i1g i1 ($5/y sp5i1g 

7h$7 2ccu5s i1 7h( wi/d, m$1y c2/2u5s $5( 

$v$i/$b/( f52m 1u5s(5i(s $1d i7 is 21( 2f 7h( 

($si(s7 $1d m2s7 5(w$5di1g sh$d(-/2vi1g 

bu/bs 72 g52w $1d p52p$g$7( f52m 2ffs(7s. 

a d(cidu2us subsp(ci(s, C$ "��"�#! 

m�cke�ii subsp. coope i, is $ 5$7h(5 du// 

m$iz(-c2/2u5(d f25m, v(5y c2mm21 

i1 2p(1 g5$ss/$1d fu57h(5 i1/$1d 

f52m M$c/($172w1 5igh7 7h52ugh 7h( 

t5$1sk(i 72 Ugi( $1d M$c/($5. a/7h2ugh 

c2mm21 $1d f/2w(5i1g f5((/y i1 ($5/y 

sp5i1g, i7s du// c2/2u5i1g m$k(s i7 5$7h(5 

i1sig1ific$17 $1d i7 is ($si/y 2v(5/22k(d. 

A rar� and g$a%'r'us s(�ci�s

o1( 2f 7h( m2s7 g/$m252us 2f 7h( C$ "��"�#! 

sp(ci(s is C$ "��"�#! �#""o�ii, bu7 b(c$us( 

2f i7s sp(ci$/is(d h$bi7$7 i7 is s(/d2m s((1. 

I7 c$1 b( f2u1d c/i1gi1g 72 m2is7 m2u17$i1 

c/iffs $1d i1 f25(s7s such $s 7h2s( i1 7h( 

am$72/$ 5$1g( 2f 7h( e$s7(51 C$p(. I7 $/s2 

2ccu5s 21 7h( (dg(s 2f m2u17$i1 s75($ms 

$7 high $/7i7ud(s f52m 7h( K$7b(5g 72 7h( 

s2u7h(51 D5$k(1sb(5g i1 7h( B$5k/y e$s7 

$1d rh2d(s dis75ic7s. this /$5g( p/$17 wi7h 

m$1y $pp/(-g5((1 /($v(s 2f7(1 f(s7221s 

/(dg(s 1($5 w$7(5f$//s – i7 1((ds $ d$mp 

$5($ wh(5( w$7(5 c$1 fi/7(5 p$s7 i7s 5227s. 

F/2w(5i1g 7$k(s p/$c( i1 D(c(mb(5. 

th( f/2w(5s $5( v(5y b($u7ifu/, c21sis7i1g 

2f m$1y b5igh7 25$1g( h$1gi1g 7ubu/$5 

b/22ms 7h$7 c2175$s7 wi7h 7h( d((p 

m$5221 b5$c7 7h$7 (1f2/ds 7h(m. I7 is 

w(// w257h hiki1g 72 /ik(/y sp27s wh(1 i7 

is i1 f/2w(5, such $s 7h( H2gsb$ck $5($, 

wh(5( i7 2ccu5s 1($5 w$7(5f$//s $1d 21 c/iffs 

$// 7h( w$y 72 7h( summi7 2f G$ik$’s K2p.

a127h(5 2f 7h( C$ "��"�#! g(ms 2f 7h( 

e$s7(51 C$p( is C$ "��"�#! obliq##! – $ /$5g( 

(v(5g5((1 sp(ci(s wi7h $ symm(75ic$/ umb(/ 

2f p(1du/2us 25$1g( 7ubu/$5 f/2w(5s 7ipp(d 

wi7h y(//2w 25 g5((1. Fi5s7 2bs(5v(d i1 7h( 

K1ys1$ $5($, i7 h$s b((1 c$//(d 7h( K1ys1$ 

/i/y, $1d is dis75ibu7(d f52m K1ys1$ i1 7h( 

w(s7 72 s2u7h(51 Kw$Zu/u-n$7$/. H2w(v(5, 

i7 is m2s7 c2mm21 i1 7h( e$s7(51 C$p(. 

typic$//y i7 g52ws i1 52ck 2u7c52ps i1 

7hick(7 v(g(7$7i21, 2f7(1 i1 f$i5/y d5y 

$5($s w(// 2ff 7h( b($7(1 75$ck. I7 h$s $ 

/21g f/2w(5i1g s($s21 – I h$v( 2bs(5v(d 

f/2w(5s i1 $// m217hs b(7w((1 oc72b(5 

$1d F(b5u$5y. M2s7/y 21( h$s 72 visi7 7h( 

5(m27( h$bi7$7s wh(5( i7 2ccu5s, bu7 $1 

($si/y $cc(ssib/( p/$c( 72 s(( i7 is 7h( ecc$ 

P$ss n$7u5( r(s(5v( 1($5 G5$h$ms72w1 

wh(5( i7 g52ws 72g(7h(5 wi7h $ w($/7h 2f 

i17(5(s7i1g wi/d p/$17s i1 7his f$sci1$7i1g 

succu/(17 7hick(7 v(g(7$7i21.

th( K(i /i/y (C$ "��"�#! !��g#i�e#!) is 

$127h(5 2f S2u7h af5ic$’s wi/df/2w(5s 7h$7 

h$s m$d( $ succ(ssfu/ 75$1si7i21 72 m$1y 

g$5d(1s. I7 g52ws i1 52ck fissu5(s $1d 21 

/(dg(s 21 c/iffs i1 d((p sh$dy 5$vi1(s i1 7h( 

e$s7(51 C$p(. I7s bu/bs mu/7ip/y f5((/y by 

m$ki1g 2ffs(7s, v(5y s221 2v(5c52wdi1g 

7h( s2m(7im(s c5$mp(d si7u$7i21s i1 

which 7h(y g52w. th(y $5( 127 i1hibi7(d 

i1 7h( /($s7 by 2v(5c52wdi1g $1d f/2w(5 

w(// i1 c52wd(d p27s, m$ki1g 7h(m $ 

v(5y 5(w$5di1g p$7i2 subj(c7. – C�me o� 

McM�!"e  (c�me o�@��z�e".co.z�).     |fw
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‘The Eastern Cape is home to many species of Cyrtanthus, and 
couldȱjustięablyȱbeȱregardedȱasȱtheȱheadquartersȱofȱtheȱgenusǯȂ

�Rom Top To BoTTom:

C$'s�-u( '� th� %agni�ic�nt 

�$'w�r '� Cyrtanthus obliquus.

Th� s(�ctacu$ar Cyrtanthus carneus 

sur.i.ing in a (in�-in��st�d ar�a n�ar 

Na(i�r in th� W�st�rn Ca(�. This 

$arg� and sh'wy s(�ci�s is c'n�in�d 

t' �ynb's in th� s'uth�rn Ca(�.

Th� G�'rg� $i$y (Cyrtanthus elatus) is 

a ('(u$ar gard�n bu$b 'riginating in 

th� out�niqua r�gi'n '� th� W�st Ca(�. 

It has b'th r�d and (ink .ariati'ns.

•

•

•
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